mind conceive, or words express, or writing teach, their
grief and anguish. Truly that they might alleviate their
miseries with a little consolation,, they put together as
well as they could, an altar and station in the nave of the
church, where they might wail and howl, rather than
sing, the diurnal and nocturnal services. So the brethren
remained in grief and sorrow for five years in the nave of
the church, separated from the people only by a low
wall.
Meanwhile the brotherhood sought counsel as to how
and in what manner the burnt church might be repaired,
but without success; for the columns of the church were
exceedingly weakened by the heat of the fire, and were
scaling in pieces and hardly able to stand.
French and English artificers were therefore sum-
moned, but even these differed in opinion. On the one
\hand, some undertook to repair the aforesaid columns
without mischief to the walls above. On the other hand,
there were some who asserted that the whole church
must be pulled down if the monks wished to exist in
safety. This opinion, true as it was, excruciated the monks
with grief, and no wonder, for how could they hope that
so great a work should be completed in their days by any
human ingenuity.
However, amongst other workmen there had come a
certain William of Sens, a man active and ready, and
as a workman most skilful both in wood and stone.
Him, therefore, they retained and to him and to the
providence of God was the execution of the work
committed.
And he, residing many days with the monks and care-
fully surveying the burnt wails in their upper and lower
parts, within and without, did yet for some time conceal